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Editors’ messageWe are pleased to introduce the ﬁrst issue of the
Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases, an open access, on-
line only, peer-reviewed journal devoted to the publica-
tion of the highest quality case reports. This represents
the third peer-reviewed publication of the Society for
Vascular Surgery.
There has never been a more exciting time for special-
ists devoted to the diagnosis and medical, surgical, and
endovascular treatment of patients with circulatory disease.
In part as the result of the rapid development and introduc-
tion into clinical practice of new technologies, medical in-
formation is being generated at an unprecedented
volume and speed. Over the past decade, we have wit-
nessed an exponential growth in the number of high-qual-
ity manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Vascular
Surgery. Due to our allotted page limitations, in recent
years, an increasing number of excellent manuscripts could
not be accepted for publication. In part, this led us to intro-
duce the Journal of Vascular Surgery: Venous and
Lymphatic Disorders 2 years ago, not only to recognize
the prevalence and importance of venous and lymphatic
diseases but also to expand our page allotment and publi-
cation capacity.
Likewise, over the past decade, we have received a
rapidly growing number of excellent case reports and
have faced the same page limitations in the publication of
many high-quality submissions. Therefore, we proposed
to the Society for Vascular Surgery and our Publisher,
Elsevier, the introduction of a scientiﬁc publication of the
highest quality devoted exclusively to case reports. This
ﬁrst issue of the Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases repre-
sents the rewarding culmination of that collaboration.
Our enthusiasm for this Journal is several-fold. First,
surveys have made it very clear to us that our subscribers
enjoy reading focused case presentations with important
clinical lessons. Second, while many practitioners, especially
in community practice and internationally, may not have
sufﬁciently large clinical volume to publish formal case se-
ries, they care for patients at times with unusual clinicalproblems or carry out innovative therapies they may wish
to share with the vascular surgical community. The Journal
of Vascular Surgery Cases will provide an opportunity to
publish their reports under the banner of the highly
respected Journal of Vascular Surgery. And third, with
about 40% annual growth in the number of open-access
journals and articles (over the past 5 years), there is no
question now that open-access space is expanding at a
considerable rate. How such a radical change in business
model would affect an established print journal such as
the JVS is unknown. Establishing this new open access
journal, based on case reports, provides the SVS and the
publisher an opportunity to “test the open access waters”
in vascular surgery. In that regard, the open-access fee we
negotiated with the Publisher for articles accepted for this
journal is quite reasonable and is dwarfed by the going
rate for full clinical papers.
We encourage the submission of high-quality case re-
ports in the areas of arterial, venous, and lymphatic dis-
eases, including the placement and maintenance of
arteriovenous dialysis access, with an emphasis on the prac-
ticing physician. It is our vision that this publication will
provide clinically important information to vascular sur-
geons, interventionists, phlebologists, wound care special-
ists, and other allied health professionals with an interest
in circulatory diseases. We simpliﬁed the submission pro-
cess by having manuscripts for this Journal submitted
through the same Editorial Manager portal currently
used for the Journal of Vascular Surgery publications.
As an online open-access publication, we are excited that
we will be able to publish an increasing number of high-
quality case reports and that this information will be freely
and rapidly available to our readership
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